[The amount of time spent in processing of 40 cases involving involuntary commitment under the legislation of 1989 in a Danish county 1990-1994].
This investigation examines forty cases dealing with compulsory admission or detention which have been presented at the Local Magistrates Court in a Danish county under the Danish Mental Health Legislation of 1989 during a five year period from 1990-1994. The amount of time spent in processing the cases by the psychiatric department, the Forensic Medical Council and the magistrate was registered. The results show a written psychiatric statement from the department is available after seven to ten days. Five weeks pass when the case is presented to the Forensic Medical Council, (four weeks with the Council and one week with the magistrate). The importance of obtaining statements from the Forensic Medical Council and the time spent in considering the cases with reference to the Justice Department's survey of the Danish Mental Health Legislation of 1989 is discussed. The investigation concludes that despite the resulting prolonged case evaluation it is recommended that cases involving detainment are brought before the Forensic Medical Council.